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mand, in the autumn of the year 1559, placed him- CHAP.
self in ambush with some French troops, at Dun- ^^^
pender Law in East Lothian, he was so fortunate as 155a
to surprise and take prisoner one of the leaders of
the rebellion, who at the time was charged with an
important mission. John Cockburn, laird of Or-
miston, had been secretly sent in the latter days of
October to Berwick, in England, for the purpose
of receiving from the accredited agents of Eliza-
beth, Sir Ralph Sadler and Sir James Croftes, a
thousand pounds sterling, as part of the sums which
Elizabeth had destined to fan the flame of the
rebellion. Carrying the treasure intrusted to him
he had got safely past Dunbar, with its French
garrison, where Mary of Guise had once sought
refuge. On the evening of the 31st October in the
neighbourhood of Haddington, he was suddenly set
upon by Bothwell, and, sorely wounded, fell into
the Earl's hands,1 along with the treasure which
he carried. The leaders of the rebellion keenly
felt this blow, which they never forgot nor for-
gave. Bothwell is said, only three days before
he executed his sxiccessful surprise, to have sent
one of his servants, Michael Balfour, to Edinburgh,
which they had then occupied, in order to request
a safe-conduct for the Earl, that he might be able
to come and treat with them. The partisans of
the rebellion, therefore, flattered themselves with
the hope that now the Earl of Bothwell also
wished to join their cause, and since, as Knox
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